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REPORT  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER. 


Comptboller's  Office,  ) 

Tallahassee,  Florida,  January  1,  1884.  f 


To  Flis  Excellency  VVm.  D.  Bloxham, 

Governor  of  Florida : 

.Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  annual  report, 
as  required  by  law,  for  the  tiscal  year  ending  December  31st, 
1883. 


RECEIPTS    AND    DISBURSEMENTS    AT    THE    STATE    IREASUKY. 

The  tbllowing  statement  shows  the  financial  transactions  at 

the  State  Treasury  on  account  of  General  Revenue  and  Gen- 
eral and  Special  Sinking  Fund  and  Interest  Taxes : 

RECEIPTS, 

Balance  on  hanclJaimary  1st  ISSy. 

"       «'      "         in  (General  sinking  Fuudaud  In- 

tercst  Tax  Account ................  f  lo,^><3b  44 

Balance  on  band  in  General  and  Special  SMnking  Bund 

aud  Interest  Tux  Account ........  ^\^^i  ^^ 

Balance    on    band   in    Special    Sinking    Fund    and  .,- -,^.... 

Interest  Tax  Account - • ^n''^  c\l      «7S  240  41 

Balance  on  band  in  (General  llevcnue  Account ^.>0,70b  a.-  *  .^,^■w  4t 

General    Revenue  188:5 tle'Sft  *> 

a               II             I'^^'i 148,950  «.> 

.1         "        1881'..*'."!!.!!..* <>,3.5^;89 

1880 ^^'^tm 

18TO y^, 

"         "        1878 x': 

u              »i            1877 '-^'-^  '^ 

License  Tax 1'^>1S11 

Auction  Tax T??  nr 

Criminal  Prosecutions  (costs) in  in 

Sale  of  Digest  and  Laws •>  ~S  (¥>■ 

Commii^sion  Tax ;^^'^  fHi__4->,~A  a-o  nu 

Hire  of  Convicts "^'^^^  0(K-^42  A,9.,2  76 

General  and  Special  Sinking  Fund  and  Interest  Taxes 

Assessment  1882 ^^Alol^- 

a          iftgi                        'J,o7w  Ob 

igo ;'  285  00 

1879!!!!!!!!! • 'HH 

"         1878 ^7  8.5 

1877 14  P>3— $67,68.5  26 

I    ■»■    ■■■<    ■     ■! 

$420,878  43 


fATMBNTS. 

Salarie«  Executive  Department *.„,  ..^  ,^ 

Salaries  Judicial  Department              »^0,100  00 

Contin-CDt  Expensed  oi-sLte ^^'^  ^» 

Stationery  Executive  and  Legislkti've  DVnarVmentV ' ' "  '^  .?:! 

Expenfiop  Collection  of  Revenae.        "^P*"™^°'8-  •  •  •  Wl  ^i 

Expenses  Bureau  of  [mmitjration.     oif:^ 

Post  Mortem  ExHininations.              "'*' "'XAA*^ 

Printing •  ^00  GO 

Maintenance  of  Lunatics! .'.''.' .IJl^?  ^^ 

Jo rorti  (Mid  Witnesses.            o2,843  30 

Contiuirent  Expenses  Supreme  Court '*?S  o!  '    • 

Watcbnian  at  Caoitol ''2^'*  '^ 

Janitor  at  Capitol. . .         o8i  75 

Repairs  of  Capitol '. .'. ' 311  00 

Expenses  of  Cominlttee'tt)  Vnvestii'-aVe' BondR'Af 'iVr^' '  '^iS  SI 

Expenses  Legislature  of  188.3  '-'''°^*^*'  ^^^^^'^^  ^^  ^^^'>-  •  _.,  J33  ^5 

'"'^tfon^^^^!  E^^enses  Supeiintendent " Public"  insU ue-  ""'       "^ 

Cont i Dg-en t  Expenses  oV Capitol '.'.'.'. iJJi  ?!! 

Expenses  of  Kallroad  Litiffation          .i\^^ 

Legislative  KeJief  A  ct.«                 w^  <0 

^rimYnl^  P ''  ^''''"'  '*'  ^'"sitVveV iroiu  Vilstlce; '. *. ^^  'ii; 

Lnrainal  Prosecutions                                           ''^"  ''•' 

Expenst-s  Atlanta  Exposition  in  1881 .' .' l?? i^ 

Conveying  Prisoaers  to  Penitentiary  187S ';^  ^ 

Preservation  B.Ule  Flags  Floricfu  Regiments nT?, 

^rifs    !":  :'!! ::'  .^*"'''  ^^"^^  United -states  Land"  en-  "  ^ 

Expenses  Xor  mal  School's"  1883 ,  !!5S  ?*? 

Indian  Hostilities  184Q.. 1,0<3  lo 

Convict  ion  Fees  State  Attornevs /*!  ^ 

Expenses  Te:ichers' Institute  lS8;i if,^    ,,. 

Interest  on  Btrnda  of  1871  and  IST^   *'^'  "'^— *-'>l ,-*78  5*^ 

B;ilance  on  hand  in  :  H<),566  ti7 

General  Revenue  Account.  4.^1  .. 

A-'^Lnr'  ^^'""''^  ^'"'''""  "^^""*^'  '^'"'^ '  Jnte^eM*  Tax  "'*^  '^''' 

'■''^X'-'i'-i  '.>8-  $81),0y3  liO 


^^_Tho  total  amo„„t  ol'  warrants  iss„e,l  .lurin^nheyear  Ls  *251,- 
They  are  umler  tl,e  hea<ls  of  Kx,>cn.litnro,  a»  Ibllows  : 

Maintenance   of  Lunatics.  *..,  . 

SaUrle.  Executive  Departmen"t". :::".::::::: *'?^'S1!  I] 

Salaries  Judicial  Department  .1,'^"^ 

Printing h»,.508  49 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  * «,040  49 

Expenses  of  Legislature .' '-t'tM  ^^ 

Expenses  of  Legislature  for  Printing: ! ! ! ". ! ' ! \fS^  £ 

Contingent  Expenses  of  State....      ^         S'lSS 

Janitor  at   Capitol..                            i>498  99 

Watchman  at  Capitol 311  00 

Cont  ingent  Expenses  of"  "Supreme"  Court .' 1  S?  K 

Contingent  Kxpeuses  of  Capitol }'^J  ^ 

Repairs  of  Capitol 'vH^h 

Expenses  Bureau  of  Immigrati"on!.'.".' oiiU^n 

232,'-> 


Expenses  Collection  of  Reveone 

Reward«  for  Arrestlrg  Fugitives  from  Justice 

Criminal  ProflecntioDB 

For  Completion  of  Lists  of  State  and  United  States 
I^nd  Entries 

Expenses  of  Railroad  Tax  Litigation 

Expenses  of  Normal  Schools 

Expenses  of  Atlanta  Exposition  of  1881 

Act  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Battle  Flags  of  the  Flor- 
if^a  Regiments,  <fcc 

Expenses  of  Teachers'  Institute 

Contingent  Expenses  of  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction   

Conviction  fees  of  State  Attorneys  payable  out  of  mon- 
eys realized  from  hire  of  convicts 

Comptroller's  Certificates  for   Indian    Hostilities  of 
1840 

A  ct  for  the  Relief  of  M  Lively . . ...... . . . '. '. . . . . . . . .... 

"  TabithaJSColsou.... 


'•  Drs  H  L  Roberts  and  E  A  Todd. 
"  John  Davidson,  late  Asssessor  of 

Polk  county 

"  Mrs  Hannah  Johnston 

"  James  E  Sykes,  late  Assessor  of 

Holmes  county 

"  ^^eo  H  Mays 

"  James  A   Pickett,  Jr,  of  Duval 

county 


BONDED     DKB1\ 

Tlie  bonded  debt  is  as  follows  : 


•M,945  74 
350  00 
19812 

988  35 

583  70 

1,07315 

?>25  00 

6000 
473  65 

500  00 

TtiSOO 

57tiO 
257  88 
300  00 
100  00 

179  00 
25  00 

46  44 
■^7  50 


14N5— ♦251,075«» 


7  per  cent,  bonds  of  1871 $350,000  00 


6  per  cent,  bonds  of  1873. 
8  per  cent.  Convention  bonds. 

In  Sinking  Funds 

In  School  Fund  

In  Seminarv  Fund 


935,000  00 

1,500  00—11,276,500  00 
$160,000  00 
:«>4,800  00 
89,400  00 
In  A^'ricultnral  College  Fund 134,800  00—   $689,000  00 


Leaving  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 


$587,500  00 

In  addition  to  the  1160,000  of  Florida  bonds  in  the  Sinking 
Funds  there  are  $19,000  in  United  States  4  per  cent,  bonds. 


€ 


REPORT    OF    STATK    TAXES    OX    LANDS 

Sold  (or  Taxes  and  Bou^rhf  jn  tor  i!ie  State  in  llie  Year  1883,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Counties, as  reported  to  the  Comptr(*lIer's  Office: 

Alachn;. |3,148  08  i  Lafayette 1314  63 

335  iJ] 


>[ari()n 


Baker 

Bradford  . . . 
Brevard. . . . 
Calhoun. . . . 
Columbia  . . 

Clay 

Duval 

Dade  ....   . 

Escambia  . . 

Franklin . . . 

Gadsden  . . . 

Hillsborough 

Hernando 18,5  36    faf lo'r i  io 

"«>"^;« Volusia '.;.*.'.'.*;     0.2222 

"';i"'J"^" 311    Waknlla :j'>  r,l> 

•J^^^e'son 34  85    Walton 

Jackson, 


135  77  i  Monroe.... 
83  07  I  Madison... 

'  Manatee  . . 

143  67    Nassau.... 

80  98    Ornnire.... 

1,947  71    Polk! 

110  00,  Putnam... 
18  87  i  Suwannee  . , 

39  84  i  Sumter 

44  a5    Santa  Uosa, 
39  60    St.  Johns... 


335  03 
69  13 

176  88 
183  41 

36319 
16  94 

383  71 

•  ••■■• 

Levy . . . 
Leon  . . 
Liberty 


13  33    Wash inu: ton 
5  10  i 


133  47 


$7,355  6t 


There  has  been  #13,618.79  received  and  paid  into  the  State  Trej.sury 
on  account  ot  redemption  of  lands  since  January  1st,  1882,  viz : 

!n  Ih' ^''^''" /^^ •••■  '  *«,125  3.5 

In  the  year  188:^ 6;498  54-  #1-,618  TJ^ 

^  The  table  of  assessments  hereto  attached  shows  a  <^ratifyii)<'- 
increase  in  the  taxable  resoums  of  the  State,  and  is  arrevidenc? 
ot  the  steady  advancement  of  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
people.  From  =^31,15T,.S46  in  lSSO,the  taxable  property  of  the 
htate  has  jrrown  to  *oo,249,311  in  1S83;  and  it  will  be  sale  to 
estimate  that  it  will  exceed  160,000,000  for  the  year  1S84.  A 
portion  of  this  increase  (amounting  to  $4,735,699)  is  due  to  the 
lact  that  all  railroad  j^ropoity  now  goes  upon  the  tax  books, 
an  dbecomes  an  additional  source  of  revenue.  Since  the  last 
report  from  this  office,  the  (piestion  so  long  in  doubt,  of  the 
liability  of  certain  railroads  to  taxation,  has  been  settled  by 
the  courts  of  last  resort,  and  they  are  now  recpdred  to  contri- 
bute their  part  to  the  support  of  the  government. 

RATE    OF     TAXATION. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  last  session  of  the  Leo-is- 
lature  it  was  suggested  by  this  department,  and  recommended 
m  the  Message  of  your  Excellency,  that  the  rate  of  taxation 
tor  State  purposes  be  fixed  at  four  mills  for  1883  and  1884. 
Notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  appropriations,  which  were 
deemed  to  be  proper  by  the  Legislature,  and  a  subsequent 
Blight  decrease  in  the  income  from  the  occupation  tax,  the  finan^ 


cial  condition  of  the  State  is  such  as  to  justify  a  further  reduc- 
tion in  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  year  1884,  and  as  your  Ex- 
cellency  has  wisely  directed,  it  is  provided  that  a  levy^of  only 
three  mills  be  made  the  present  year  to  meet  the  apju'opria- 
tions,  including  the  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

BONDED    DEBT. 

Recurring  to  the  bonded  debt  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that 
more  than  half  of  our  indebtedness  (by  about  '$100,000) 
is  held  in  the  several  funds  of  the  State,  leaving  in  outside 
hands  only  1587,500.  And  it  may  be  observed  that  this  amount 
would  be  even  less  than  it  is  were  it  not  that  the  high  price 
these  securities  bear,  and  their  scaicil}^  in  market,  render  it 
dithciilt  to  procure  them  at  all,  and  making  it  necessary  for  the 
Treasurer  to  seek  investments  in  the  bonds  of  other  Slates,  as 
will  be  seen  by- reference  to  his  re])ort.  Tiiis  additional  evi- 
dence of  the  healthy  financial  condition  of  the  State  must  be 
gratifying  to  every  citizen  within  its  borders. 

COLLECTION    OF     TAXES. 

The  revenue  for  the  vear  1882  has  been  collected* with  unu- 
sual  promptness,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  efficiency 
with  which  the  Collectors  .lave  ojenerally  discharged  the  deli- 
cate duties  oi  their  office,  and  the  readiness  of  thi^  people  in  re- 
sponding to  the  demands  u])on  them  for  the  support  of  their 
government.  In  this  conne  tion  it  i<  well  to  slate  thai  much 
of  the  past  due  taxes,  represented  by  tax  sale  certificates  held 
for  redein))tion,  has  been  paid,  amounting,  as  is  shown  by  the 
table,  to  the  sum  of  112,018.79  for  the  years  1S82  and  18S3. 

ASSESS N<i  TAXES. 

As  a  correct  and  efficient  assessmcn  of  the  property  subject 
to  taxation  i^  the  foundation  of  our  revenue,  and  consequently 
the  sup))ort  of  the  machinery  of  the  government,  it  is  of  the 
fii'st  importance  that  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  exeicise 
of  this  responsible  duty  should  be  of  sound  judgment  and  good 
business  qualifications.  There  is  no  more  important  office  in 
the  State  than  that  of  Assessor  of  Taxes.  And  the  difficulties 
which  they  have  to  meet  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  are 
fully  recognized  in  this  de])artment.  A  majority  of  the  present 
incumbents  have  done  their  work  in  a  creditable  and  satisfactory 
manner;  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  who  have  been  less  success- 
ful will  make  greater  efforts  to  come  up  to  the  requirements  of 
the  law,  and  the  demands  of  the  responsible  positions  held  by 
them.     Very  respectfully, 

W.  I).  BARNES,  Comptroller. 
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